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 Who are you married to?  That probably comes off as a strange question, but certainly easier 
to answer than the big questions we’ve been facing lately.  At first thought the answer seems 
obvious.  But as you might suspect, especially if you were listening closely to the Epistle reading, 
there’s more involved with the question.  While marriage as a human relationship is easy to 
identify, when it is a symbol for a spiritual relationship it becomes more difficult.   
 Romans 7 is one of the most mature and challenging chapters of the Bible. Paul uses the 
biblical understanding of marriage to teach some deep truths about the law and sin and salvation, 
and our life in Christ.  As we draw out the meaning of this text, we’ll have to set aside the secular 
understanding of marriage, which replaces the deep, lifelong commitment instituted by God of “As 
long as you both shall live,” with the unspoken conditional thought of “as long as it make me 
happy.”  Since the primary aim of this message is to grow in the spiritual marriage relationship the 
Christian has with Christ, references to earthly marriage are not meant to make you dwell on that 
relationship, but on the spiritual one.   
 In our marriage rite, after a man and woman are pronounced husband and wife, they hear 
the words of Jesus, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate” Marriage does 
not consist merely in the mutual choice of the man and the woman. Rather, marriage is an act of the 
Creator, by which He joins the woman to the man in one essence; she is flesh of his flesh, bone of 
his bones, an incomprehensible mystery and blessing. 
 In today’s text St. Paul references a truth stated also in Ephesians 5: that the relationship 
between husband and wife is related and similar to an eternally more important relationship, the 
marriage between Christ and his Church. We know that well. The Book of Revelation repeatedly 
refers to the church as the Bride of Christ.  We sing, “From heav’n He came and sought her to be 
His holy Bride, With His own blood He bought her and for her life He died.”  So in order to make 
the comparison from the earthly to the spiritual, just for the purposes of this sermon, each of you, 
regardless of age or gender, needs to consider yourself a woman of marriageable age.  You are 
believers, the church, and the Church is the bride of Christ.  
 But did you know that Christ was not your first husband?  On the earthly side, marriages 
and spouses cover the whole range of quality and satisfaction.  No one marries a perfect spouse.  
There are many good marriages here on earth, but for a perfect one we have to look to the face-to-
face relationship we believers will have with our Lord in heaven.  Sadly, some earthly husbands fail 
to love and cherish and instead become self-centered and even tyrannical.  Bad as that sounds, what 
you need to remember is that your first husband was far worse.  Your first husband was sin.   
 In earlier times and other cultures, the woman had little say in the marriage.  She was 
passive.   The husband or his family made the choice.  You too were passive. You did not choose 
sin as a first husband.  The choice was made back in a garden near the beginning of time when your 
ancestors Adam and Eve succumbed to the wooing of the devil.  He made it sound like the new 
relationship would be better, saying, “Your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.”  There was some truth to that.  Adam and Eve did know evil. They knew it 
firsthand.  When they disobeyed the one law God had given, to not eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, their first perfect marriage to God died and they married sin.  From that time on, 
they and those of us to whom they passed on their fallen nature could look in the mirror of the law 
and know evil.  Their eyes were opened and the evil they saw was themselves.   



 Sin as a husband doesn’t want the best for us.  Using all sorts of deception and appealing to 
our sinful nature and the desire for self-gratification, it entices us to enjoy a life of sin.  People 
come to think they are having fun when they are skirting the law, abusing their bodies with alcohol, 
or misusing sexuality.  Sin is a tyrant that forces us to do its will.  It enslaves us to a pattern of 
destructive behavior.  If this goes on, eventually that’s all the person knows and they become 
content with a lifestyle that enjoys and embraces sin.  In Eph. 5:25 God instructs, Husbands love 
your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”  Sin as a husband is just 
the opposite. Instead of serving us for our good, it demands that we serve it, to our increasing 
shame. 
 But that’s not the worst of it.  Sin as a husband leads to death.  Paul wrote in the verse 
before our text, “The wages of sin is death.”  That’s not just physical death, but the spiritual death 
of eternal separation from God.  In verse 5 of our text Paul states, “For while we were living in the 
flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for 
death.”   Given the tragic result of bondage to sin and death, we need to ditch our first husband.  In 
a few minutes we’ll see how that happened.  
 First, though, let’s consider the law in all this.  In the garden, did the fault lie with God’s 
command? Of course not.  That law and all the laws He gives are for our protection and good. The 
problem was with how the devil misused the law and brought forth sin.  Now sin serves the devil by 
continuing to misuse the law.  Paul distinguishes between the Law as it is in itself and the Law as it 
is used by sin. In itself, the Law is intended to lead to life. But since the fall, that function is 
impossible, for we can’t keep the law. Sin seeks to use the Law to bring condemnation and death.   
 A command can suggest and even compel a misbehavior.  The law reveals what sin is.  It 
distinguishes right from wrong.  But sin gets involved and uses the law to tempt us to sin.  Without 
the law, Paul would not have known what coveting was.  But with the law, he was led to covet all 
the more.   
 Many good things can be used for destructive ends.  Freedom of speech can be used to call 
attention to injustice or to incite lawless actions. The law is not to blame for our bad situation.  It is 
God’s law, so it is holy and righteous and good. Sin’s use of the good Law works death in mankind. 
However, the Law also reveals fully sin’s arrogance and deception.  Thus, the Law ultimately 
serves God’s purpose. It shows our sin.  It tells the truth. The truth about sin makes us long for real 
righteousness. The truth about death makes us long for real life.  The truth about this world makes 
us long for the world to come. The truth about the evil one makes us yearn for a new husband. The 
law emphasizes mankind’s desperate need for Christ the Savior. 
 The fact that spiritually you are in a second marriage, now married to Christ, means that a 
death has occurred.  Paul stated the principle, “the law is binding on a person only as long as he 
lives.”  Being married to sin has no easy solution, no “I want out” decision with a quickie divorce.  
In order to be rid of sin, it must die.  Jesus took sin with Him to the cross. The death of Christ ends 
man’s marriage to sin.  When Christ died, he made the Law, which sin uses to bind us to itself, of 
no effect. It’s as if our first husband, our old sinful self, has died, setting us free to marry another.   
 Marriage unites two people.  In Romans 6, Paul reminds us that in our baptism we were 
united with Christ and His death and resurrection. Our old self was crucified with him … that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin— because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”   
 
 Christ’s resurrection victory over sin and death made possible the marriage relationship 
between Christ and the church.  Our baptism makes it personal, including us in that sacred bond. 
Again, we were the passive partner. We did not choose Christ. On our own we would not have 



sought out Christ; and our previous lives and condition did not make us a desirable partner. But 
with the unconditional love of God’s grace, Christ chose us to be His own. We are now married to 
the risen Christ, the man who rules over all things, the man in whom there is no sin or death, the 
perfect husband who truly loves mankind.  By Christ’s death and our being united with it in 
Baptism, we are now freed from the tyrant of sin, free to live a new life.   
 A definition of the Gospel which I use from the catechism emphasizes that freedom.  The 
gospel is the good news that we are freed from the guilt, the punishment, and the power of sin, and 
are saved eternally because of Christ’s keeping of the law and His suffering and death for us.  
While we are freed from sin, we are not freed from the law.  It still serves to guide us in our new 
relationship with Christ.  A wife whose husband truly lives out the pattern of Christ’s sacrificial 
love will have no hesitation in serving him with faithful obedience and respect.  That is the biblical 
ideal.  In our relationship to Christ, He has been perfect.  We want to keep the law as a way of 
honoring Him and showing our unending gratitude.  Romans 6:2 says, “We died to sin, how can we 
live in it any longer?” 
 Yet so often we slip back into old patterns of behavior.  In fact, we sometimes act as though 
we were still married to our first husband, sin, even though he is now dead.  If you think about that 
for a while, it indicates how repulsive and disgusting and unthinkable willful sin should be for the 
Christian, the bride of Christ.   
 Yet even though she is stained with sin, in the life of the Church Christ continues to woo 
His beloved.  In the preached Word He invites her to come close to Him. In the Words of 
Invocation, we are reminded of the relationship with Him that began at our Baptism.  In the Holy 
Sacrament He feeds us with a spiritual food that conveys forgiveness for every sin, and gives us the 
strength to live holy and righteous lives as His redeemed people.   
 In a usual marriage ceremony, the words “Until death parts us,” are a subtle reminder that 
our joy will end in the grief of separation; our beginning will one day have an end in physical death.  
However, it’s different in the marriage relationship we’ve discussed today. Yes, Christ’s death has 
parted us from our first husband, that old sinful self. But Christ’s death has united us to one another 
and to his Father in heaven. It is our death in Holy Baptism that has cancelled the power of the evil 
one so that we might be a holy Bride adorned with true righteousness for our true Bridegroom. 
Finally, it is our death to this world that brings the completion of our union with the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, world without end. 
 By now, I’m sure you can all answer my opening question. Who are you married to?   You 
are married to Christ.  Congratulations.  I wish you a long and joyous life of loving and serving 
Him.  Amen.  
 


